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SINGAPORE: Be prepared to see more bald people - up to 3,000 of them - between now and
August.

That is the number of 'shavees' the Children's Cancer Foundation (CCF) is targeting for its
Hair for Hope (HfH) series of mass hair-shaving events that end by August.

The annual affair, now in its ninth year, raises funds for children with cancer and their
families, while offering moral support to children with cancer.

..

Showing that it is okay to be bald, the CCF held its first mass shave-off on Friday with an aim Photos

to raise S$1.8 million through donation pledge cards to individuals who shed their locks.

heads

Going bald for a good cause at the first satellite event at Kaki Bukit were 22 people, including
14-year-old cancer survivor Jarenn and his father Zaric Foo.

Jarenn was diagnosed with leukaemia at the age of 12,
He went through 22 months of treatment and only returned to school in March this year.

"I'm here today because [ want to show love, and encourage my friends who are battling with cancer," said Jarenn, who insisted on shaving
his hair which has just grown back after 15 months of chemotherapy.

Chopping her locks for the first time for HfH was Nanyang Technolegical University student Isabel Phua.

"I've been wanting to do this for the past six years, but I held back each time for fear of what my friends would make of it," said the long-
haired 20 year old,

"I finally took the step to shave because I was moved by the cause of HfH, and I really wanted to be a part of it."
Since HfH started in 1996, it has helped more than 1,980 families.
CCF chaiperson Dr Tay Miah Hiang said: "Generally, medical treatment cost is rising due to more expensive research and cost of medication.

"A bone marrow transplant (for leukaemia treatment) can be as costly as $$150,000 per patient. This excludes the cost of the long-term
follow-up and medication to prevent rejection.”

Apart from providing financial aid, CCF also helps children with cancer reintegrate to school, by preparing their teachers and school-mates.
So far it has been smooth sailing for Jarenn, who is temporarily wheelchair-bound due to an infection from a skin graft operation.

"My friends have been very supportive - they even help me to the toilet," the secondary one student at Jun Yuan Secondary School said.
Although Jarenn is still undergoing regular treatment including daily oral chemotherapy, he is hopeful of his condition, and lives by his
motto: "Don't ask why you have cancer because you will never have an answer. Play hard, eat well, sleep well, and live life as normal as

possible."

HfH's main events will be held at VivoCity on July 23 (11am - 7pm) & 24 (1pm - 6pm). Members of public are welcome to come forward to
shave off their hair and make donations.
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