HAIR FOR HOPE 2010 MEDIA RELEASE
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For Immediate Release

25 July 2010, VivoCity, Singapore – Over 1100 like-minded individuals from all walks of life will shave their hair in Vivocity to help raise funds for Children’s Cancer Foundation (CCF) and increase awareness on childhood cancer. President S R Nathan, as Guest of Honour, will grace the event and witness the ceremonial shave. To date, Hair for Hope 2010 is the largest gathering of people shaving their hair in support of a charity in Singapore. In addition to the anchor event held on 25 July at VivoCity, 340 have shaved in 10 satellite events and more are expected to shave in the remaining 10 satellite events in August. Celebrity emcees include Adrian Pang, actress Karen Tan, Cui Fang, Beam artistes Paul Foster (from the show Polo Boys) and Siona Wu-Murphy (from the show Fighting Spiders), and DJ Kemin from Radio 100.3 will also lend their support to the event. CCF hopes to raise $750,000 to help fund critical programmes and services offered by the Foundation to children and families affected by childhood cancer. 
Hair for Hope has come of age – a good number of this year’s satellite events were spun off from individuals who were doing solo acts in past years – they have truly brought the message back to their respective community of influence and garner more support for CCF. Returning shavees included Sheena of AsiaWorks, Eng Ann from Stats Chippac, Clement of Great Eastern Life Planners Association who brought Hair for Hope to the doorsteps of their workplaces and have encouraged colleagues and friends to join in the act of shaving. 
More female shavees defy social dictates for a good cause – with 237 registered female shavees on top of the 21 female shavees who parted with their locks in the first 10 satellite events, and a few more stepping forward in subsequent satellite events, Hair for Hope 2010 is set to see the most number of female shavees in its eight-year history. Female shavees come from all ages and backgrounds. CCF is sincerely thankful to all these women who goes beyond social dictates on image and sacrifice their hair for a good cause.
Chairperson of Children’s Cancer Foundation, Mr Ravi Sivalingam remarks, “The attention a female shavee could attract onto herself helps to open up opportunities for those around her to reflect on whether their values and behaviours were helpful towards children with cancer. A purposeful dialogue around acceptance and social responsibility towards children with cancer would hopefully ensue. Ultimately, we hope members of the public could have a better appreciation of the challenges of children who lose their hair due to cancer and its treatment.”
Started in 2003, Hair for Hope (HfH) is a focal event of Children’s Cancer Foundation to pay tribute to children who are battling courageously against cancer. HfH is the only hair-shaving event in Singapore that serves to raise funds and awareness of childhood cancer. Every shaven head represents the understanding by an individual of the ordeals that a child with cancer is subjected to. Treatment of cancer, such as chemotherapy, causes hair loss. Through the symbolic gesture of shaving the hair, shavees lend moral support to all children with cancer and send a powerful message that that there is nothing wrong with being bald. Through the years, the number of shavees has increased from 9 individuals in 2003 to 1842 in 2009. This year CCF expects to shave 1800 heads.
Hair for Hope 2010 was made possible through the kind support of VivoCity, the official venue partner, ITE College East and Matrix, our official stylists, JCDecaux and SMRT Media, our outdoor media partners, Radio 100.3, supporting radio station and in partnership with Jollibean, SMRT and Toteboard.
__________________________________________________________
About Children’s Cancer Foundation
Children’s Cancer Foundation (CCF) is a non-profit organisation with a mission to improve the quality of lives of children with cancer and their families through enhancing their emotional, social and medical well-being. Since 1996, CCF has helped more than 1,800 children and their families, providing them the much needed support in their battle against the life threatening illness. In a year, CCF helps more than 500 children and their families who are at different stages of the illness.
Armed with the vision of providing world-class resources and psychosocial services to families impacted by childhood cancer, CCF adopts an integrated service model to offer a spectrum of critical services to our beneficiaries.
• In the Hospitals - CCF helps children who are newly diagnosed with cancer and undergoing active treatment with their hospital experience. We offer emotional, financial and social support, with a focus on therapeutic play for the children and support activities for their caregivers. Our social workers and counsellors are sited in KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital (KKH) and the National University Hospital (NUH) to work alongside our medical partners in the paediatric oncology wards.
• In the Community - With more children surviving childhood cancer, CCF Community Social Work Team provides continual care to help enhance the quality of life for survivors. We help children return to school and support siblings of children with cancer. In collaboration with corporate partners, we offer social and recreational activities for the children and their families.
• In the Homes of the Children - When a child is at the end stage of his/her life, it is a tremendously challenging time for the dying child and the family members. Palliative support and bereavement support are critical services provided by CCF professionals to improve the quality of life of the impacted families
CCF is an independent Voluntary Welfare Organisation (VWO) without government funding. CCF relies fully on donations from the public and the corporate community to fund its critical services to the children with cancer and their families. 
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