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TWO Saturdays ago, some 60 young
people pounded the streets two 
Saturdays ago with placards, 
balloons and other freebies.

The youth were trying to spread
the excitement that they felt about
*scape, the 1.2ha plot of land in
Orchard Road that has been ear-
marked for youth to call their own.

Last Saturday, the same 60 were
out and about again to draw more
attention. Some were on stilts, after
a mere two hours of practice.

Walking along Orchard Road, the
earnest youth spoke to passers-by,
trying to get ideas from their con-
temporaries about how they would
like *scape to be.

Just recently, this newspaper had
reported that a nationwide consulta-
tion exercise to get young people to
suggest ways in which the new com-
munity space for youth could be
used, drew only 700 responses —
out of 700,000 youth in
Singapore.

The weekend “walkabouts” are
part of a three-month campaign,
which began on July 2, by Flow com-
munications to “increase awareness
among youths” about *scape. 

Its spokesperson said five dia-
logue sessions are being held to gar-
ner responses and suggestions.
They hope to reach out to 25 peo-
ple per session, from the ages of 15

to early-30s. The first session, held
last Thursday, got an encouraging
response: 60 people turned up.
Other avenues being used are email
and word-of-mouth, said the
spokesperson.

He added, however, that these
efforts had always been on the cards
and had “nothing to do with” the
number of suggestions they had
received so far. The consultation
period will close on Aug 31.

However, the organisers will still
gather feedback “until the panel
decides to go ahead with the con-
struction of *scape in end-2006”,
the spokesman said. 

Feasible ideas will be short-listed
and more focus groups and discus-
sions held to refine the suggestions.   

The youths involved in last Satur-
day’s five-hour long campaign were
happy with the responses they
received from the public, although
some of those they approached

“were rather shy”, Zhang Yangqi,
19, said.

“I had to prompt them for ideas
… but they are quite a creative
bunch.”

Temasek Academy’s Kumaran
Ayanari, 15, said: “I’m not sure if
they knew about the place before-
hand. Everyone’s interested and we
created a buzz in the area.” 

He wanted to find out from
young people on the streets “what
they want and what will attract them
to *scape”. While responses was
“very good”, suggestions he
received such as “a swimming pool
with see-through glass walls” had
been mooted before.

Said Singapore Polytechnic 
student Natasha Abu Bakar, 21:
“I would like to see more creative
ideas ...

“Not just skate parks but things
like interactive arts performances
and exhibitions.”

AA  hhaaiirr--rraaiissiinngg  sscchheemmee  iinn  aaiidd
ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  wwiitthh  ccaanncceerr
Baby Yong Yu Chen was one of
some 60 people who shed their
hair yesterday in support of the
Children’s Cancer Foundation
project Hair for Hope.
Every head shaved represented a

volunteer’s understanding of the
ordeal a child with cancer under-
goes, as cancer treatment often
causes hair loss.
The programme was first started in
2003 with just nine volunteers.
“Last year, we decided to appeal for
more people to join us – to raise
funds and to tell every child with

cancer that he is not alone in the
fight,” said project initiator Adrian
Lee. This year’s target is 300 partici-
pants, and doing the shaving are
hairstylists from the Jean Yip Group.
The CCF will have another shaving
session next Saturday at Wisma
Atria. More information is available
at www.ccf.org.sg. — Tan Hui Leng
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Believe it or not: Kids actually doing something worthwhile on Orchard Road!
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60 youth hit the
streets to canvass
for suggestions


